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1C Razzaq Kinza

® According to the Source, identify and explain the ideas of different
stakeholders on the minimum wage.

Regarding the increase of minimum wage to $34.5, different stakeholders
such as the employers, employees and the government have different ideas.

First of all, employers do not support the increase of minimum wage to
$34.5.

According to the Source, Mr. Cheung who represents the employers
criticized the government for neglecting their financial difficulties. He
emphasizes that the increase of minimum wage will only discourage investors if
the small and medium-sized enterprises are closed down. Some small and
medium-sized enterprises may not be able to afford the increased cost, so they
need to close down their companies and some workers may become
unemployed. As a result, the unemployment rate may also be increased.
Therefore, employers do not support the increase of minimum wage to $34.5.

On the other hand, employees support the increase of minimum wage to
$34.5. According to the Source, Leung Yiu-chung, a member of the Worker’s
Service Centre, supports it because it can help the low-income earners. With an
increase in their salary, the employees will have a better quality of life and able
to support their living. The employees then do not need to rely on the
government for social welfare. Therefore, employees support the increase of
minimum wage to $34.5.

The Government support the increase of minimum wage to $34.5 as well.
According to Source A, the unemployment rate has remained low and the
number of employed people has increased. It will benefit the society, the
increased minimum wage will become an incentive to attract middle-aged
women to join the labour force again. The increase in salary of the employees
could help improve their quality of life and help narrow the wealth gap.
Therefore, the Government support the increase of minimum wage to $34.5.
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2A Namra

Oil leak from Hato-hit ship in Hong Kong Discovery Bay

Salvage and clean-up efforts are under way amid fears of further spillage if

stranded vessel is rocked by wave surge.

Residents of Hong Kong Discovery Bay have raised concerns over the fate
of a 2,000-tonne cargo vessel off Nim Shue Wan that was grounded three weeks

ago but is now partially submerged and leaking oil into the surrounding water.

On August 23, the small container feeder, which was not loaded at the
time, drifted into the area near the Discovery Bay marina at the height of
Typhoon Hato. Fierce winds and raging winds forced the vessel into a sea wall,

prompting the crew to abandon ship.

The mainland China-owned and Tago-registered vessel has been stranded
at the location since, prompting calls from worried residents for the Marine

Department and contractor to speed up salvage and cleaning efforts.

For me, this case is a really serious matter, this case can cause water
pollution or even fire. As we all know that oil is flammable and an unrenewable
energy source, we should make use of it properly. Who knows? What if
someone throw a flammable substance near the oil, it could cause a massive fire,
even if it is on the water. And the residents nearby could be in great danger.
Secondly, this could cause a massive increase in water pollution. Seawater or
other water sources go through sedimentation and cleaning to become clean
water for human beings, we further boil it before drinking. However, oil
contains harmful substance that could cause death if we consume it. Therefore,

oil in the water cannot be used.

How can we improve? We can start off by securing oil tanks/vessels
properly for the sake of humanity. We can also take extra measurements when
typhoon or any other weather that can increase the chance of danger of the oil.

If we do this, I am sure that this will not happen again.
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3A Aleesha Shabir

®  Explain what “Conformity Behaviour” is by quoting ONE example.

Conformity pressure refers to the pressure from social groups where
adolescents are pressured to change their beliefs in order to fit in and follow
what their peers do. This is because they give huge importance to their friends.
Therefore, they follow what their peers do. For example, these days many
people watch K-pop and Korean dramas and also have a favourite band or a
favourite idol, so usually in a group of friends they mainly talk about these
topics. So for those who weren’t really interested in Korean dramas or k-pop,
would start to watch the drama or start having an interest in Korean bands in
order to fit in.
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4C Mall Shabina

®  The three factors which lead to the pattern of binge drinking described in
answer (a) are social, economic and cultural.

The first factor related to interpersonal communication perspective is
social gathering. According to source B, Hei said drinking is a must in social
gatherings and celebrations and Sze, who is 22 said that drinking makes her
relaxed and enables her to make friends more easily. Also, she said it is hip to
have drinks with some friends after work. In most social gatherings nowadays,
drinking has become a way to relax and enjoy themselves. Drinking is also way
for people to meet new friends or social support in gatherings. Furthermore after
work, drinking is also a way to relieve stress after a long day.

The second factor related to social perspective is health, referring to
source B, Hei’s doctor advised him to drink less as he is of old age (60). Older
people’s body rate and mechanism decreases as they grow older. Therefore,
they are prone to health problems and drinking which can lead them to develop
liver cancer or long term illness more easily than younger adults. Older people
value and care for their health more. Their concern for their health makes them
more likely to listen to their doctor’s advice and drink less. Comparing to older
people, younger adults are healthier and have higher body rate and mechanism,
which is why they don’t need to worry about their health. Furthermore, they
may be stressed because of their work or studies while older people may have
already retired from their work. Trying to meet new friends may also be tiring
and stressful for younger adults as they need social support while older adults
already have friends and social support. As a result, younger adults will turn to
drinking to relax themselves in social gatherings or get pressured by their peers.
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Therefore, as the age gets higher, the binge drinking percentage for both gender
decreases. Older people binge drinks less than younger ones.

Another factor is related to economic perspective to work nature.
According to source B, Ming who is aged 34, is a marketing officer and has to
develop -business through establishing close connections with his clients,
especially those on mainland so drinking is an important part of his work. In
most working fields, drinking is a way to celebrate success, relax and enjoy
yourself while making business deals. Workers like Ming not only have to drink
to get business deals or CEPA with his mainland clients but drinking is also a
trend or custom in Chinese culture so he has to drink to build connections,
bonds or relations with his mainland clients. When a higher business figure
offers a toast, he might be giving business deals or testing you to see how
capable you are as you are a real man if you can tolerate strong alcohol. In
Chinese customs, it is also a sign of respect if you drink when someone offers
you a toast. Therefore, drinking is an important part for workers like Ming
which is why male group aged 24-34 in where Ming is also included, drinks the
most as most males are working at this age and developing business deals and
relations.

Lastly, the third factor related to culture perspective is gender stereotype.
Referring to source B, Sam said he doesn’t want to lose face in front of his
friends and he has to drink as much as they do. He said you are not a real man
until you can hold down 10 cans of beer in an evening. In Chinese culture,
strong wine tolerance is a manly factor that a real man has. Men have big ego
and are competitive so in order not to lose face, they tend to overestimate
themselves and drink too much as they think that they are real men and have
strong alcohol tolerances. Under the norm that guys should be strong and very
masculine followed by society, they will drink to be accepted in the society or
to gain self-identity and respect, especially in front of females. If they can’t
tolerate strong alcohol or hold down 10 cans of beer, they will be seen as girly
and not manly. Comparing to female, according to source B, May said she has
to take care of her family so she doesn’t have time for social gathering and
drinking. Under the norm followed by society, women have to stay at home and
take care of their family while only men are the breadwinners of the family.
Women are supposed to ensure harmony and peace in the family. She has to be
sweet and spend time at home with her family. Therefore, women have to take
care of her family 24/7 so they don’t have time for gatherings and drinking. If a
woman goes to a gathering to drink and does not take care of her family, she
will be treated as irresponsible. Referring to source B, Sze said she worries
about her safety when she is drunk. That is because when getting drunk means
losing all your senses and more prone to be targeted by males. When females
get drunk, males will exploit them. They take the opportunity to sexually harass
or in some severe cases, females might get raped. As a result, they might end up
with a unwanted pregnancy. Pregnancy out of wedlock is looked down upon in
society. Therefore, males drinks more than female as shown in source A in
which all male age groups have a higher binge drinking percentage than female
age groups.
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5E Samekham Juniper

Explain the factors that might be leading to the decline of local traditional
businesses in Hong Kong.

One of the factors leading to a decline in local traditional business in Hong
Kong is due to the influx of the western culture. More people became
westernized. More people begin to like western culture, as western culture start
to seem to be fashionable, trendy and cool among people’s eye. Thus, it leads
them to favor western culture over their own tradition culture, for example,
during wedding, young people prefer wearing white wedding dress over the
Chinese wedding dress, Qun Gua, it is considered trendy, so more people wear
white wedding dress. Due to that, Chinese wedding dress became less popular
among young people as it is considered as old-fashion, leading to a decline in
customers, which eventually causes the shop owners of traditional Chinese
wedding dress to close down their shop, leading to a decline in local traditional
business in Hong Kong. Another example is Chinese restaurant, with influx of
western culture, fast food store are starting to pop up in Hong Kong such as
McDonald, KFC, etc. More people go to these shops instead of Chinese
restaurants, with fierce competition, high rent but low customers, Chinese
restaurants are forced to shut down, leading to a decline in local traditional
business in Hong Kong.

Another factor could be due to lack of inheritors. In the past, the economic
structure of Hong Kong was more industrialized. Shops which requires skill and
physical labour were more dominant. Since education didn’t seemed important
in the past, many people went to work iinstead, especially those shops require
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physical labour and requires skill, such as preserved fish shops and paper
lantern shops. However, now Hong Kong is known as the international financial
hub, shops require physical labour and skill are no longer dominant, the famous
four pillars, e.g. service industry, financial industry are more dominant. Those
jobs are considered as”white-collar” job and ideal for young people, as it has
stable income and require no physical labour. This has led Hong Kong to be a
knowledge-based society, which made young people to consider that education
is important and is required in order to earn large amount of money. The
absence in physical labour for these jobs has led to shops decline in offered
“blue-collar” jobs. These jobs are considered as unidealistic as it requires
physical labour but without stable income. It gives young people the required
image that more effort is required to earn more money. Moreover, the absence
of education required for these shops made young people think it is
unprofessional. Thus, less young people go to these shops to work. Those shops
are usually local traditional business in Hong Kong, less young people are
willing to work there due to the physical labour required, e.g. preserved fish and
preserved sausage shop requires high amount of physical labour they have to
work constantly with physical labour for the whole day in order to earn money,
compared to the “white-collar” jobs, it is harder, causing young people not
willing to work in these local traditional business, which leads to a lack of
inheritors, with lack of inheritors, there is no choice but to close down the shop.
This leads to a decline in local traditional nosiness in Hong Kong.

Another factor leading to the decline of local traditional business in Hong
Kong in due to superlative operating cost. Usually products made by local
traditional business are handmade, thus it has a complex manufacturing process,
requiring manpower and time. However, as lesser people are willing to work in
traditional local business, time requires to make the products increases, leading
to low productivity. Also, with inflation, the cost of the materials required for
the products and the labour cost increases. With high productivity and high cost
required to make the products, it makes the local traditional business
uncompetitive compared to the large companies, for example, local traditional
business shop making Bamboo Steamers requires a lot of time and manpower.
However as physical labour is required, young people refuse to work. Even if
they want to work, the skills required to make bamboo steamers requires 3 years
to learn. During those 3 years, labour cost still need to be paid even if they are
not actually working. Also, the low manpower leads to only 5-8 bamboo
steamers being produced each day. With low productivity, no manpower, high
labour cost and high cost for making bamboo steamers, compared to large
companies where they can produce far more bamboo steamers a month with
machines, local traditional business shop making bamboo steamers are
relatively less competitive. Bankruptcy is inevitable, causing local traditional
business shops to close down which lead to a decline of local traditional
business in Hong Kong.
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5E Gurung Shirish

Should the Hong Kong government implement measures to support the survival
of local traditional businesses? Justify your view.

The Hong Kong government should implement measures to support the
survival of the local traditional business as it brings economic benefits, prevents
monopoly of big business and strengthen Hong Kong citizen’s sense of identity.

Supporting the survival of local traditional business brings in economic
benefits to Hong Kong. Local traditional businesses are known for unique and
traditional products they sell. These businesses have been passed down from
generations to generations in family, also passing on the techniques of making
these priducts, the products are therefore very much authentic, e.g. the local
traditional business, Tak Chong Sum Kee Bamboo Steamer Company in Sai
Ying Pun sells hand-made bamboo steamers unlike the ones manufactured
overseas at lower cost. Only 5-8 steamers are produced in a day as the quality of
the steamers are very high. Chinese wedding dress in local traditional shop also
takes months to create as the gems are embedded with hands the survival of
local traditional business in Hong Kong help preserve the uniqueness of Hong
Kong. This uniqueness will attract tourists from different countries to come to
Hong Kong to buy or appreciate the authentic and traditional products found in
these shops. As tourism is one of the most important pillars for economic
development and benefit in Hong Kong, the survival of traditional businesses
are sure to bring in economic benefits to Hong Kong. Moreover the survival of
these businesses will prevent unemployment of people working in traditional
shops and also provide jobs in the tourism sector like hotel industry, Tour
Company. This can create a lot of job opportunities to Hong Kong citizens and
decrease the unemployment rate, directly benefiting the economy of Hong
Kong.

Local traditional business’ survival can also prevent monopoly of big
businesses. Hong Kong is dominated by big chain stores like Parknshop,
Wellcome, H&M and many other supermarkets and shopping stores. Hong
Kong citizens have less choice as they can only choose to buy from these big
chains selling similar items as most of the small shops like traditional shops are
disappearing. Supporting the survival of these local traditional shops can not
only prevent the monopoly of big businesses but also provide much more
choices for the customers. Supporting the local traditional businesses will
prevent the big businesses for overtaking the market and limiting citizens’
choice, for example, supporting traditional mahjong craft shops will allow more
citizens to buy Mahjong from traditional local businesses. They will not be
forced as they go to the chain stores to buy the commercialized Mahjong craft.
Citizens can also enjoy high quality products as the traditional businesses make
their products by themselves and are usually hand-made, alongside parity of
choices. Preserving the local traditional businesses will therefore prevent
monopolization and provide different choices for citizen to choose from.

89



Supporting the survival of the local traditional businesses can strengthen
the sense of identity of the Hong Kong citizens. These local traditional
businesses are the essential part of the Hong Kong tradition, so the survival of
these businesses can increase the identity of the Hong Kong citizens. Due to the
westernization and globalization, less emphasis is put on the traditional culture
of Hong Kong by the Hong Kong citizens. Hong Kong people lack local
consciousness, therefore the traditional culture of Hong Kong is disappearing as
the fusion of culture has been trending, and so is the identity of the Hong Kong
citizens. Although globalization is very vital in the international level, it is also
important to preserve the local traditional culture and sense of identity of Hong
Kong people. Hong Kong citizens should feel a strong sense of belonging to
Hong Kong and this can be done by supporting the traditional local businesses
as it is a vital part of Hong Kong history and culture. For example, supporting
the traditional preserved fish store in Hong Kong can resonate with Hong Kong
in the past. This can give rise to sense of belonging to Hong Kong people and
also strengthen their identity as a Hong Kong citizen.

Some may say that Hong Kong Government should not implement
measures to support the survival of local traditional business because it will
hinder the development of new ideas and creativity. As the government focuses
on supporting the survival of local traditional businesses, new shops with new
ideas and creativity are not prioritized and promoted. The main reason of
decline in the number of traditional businesses is because people are not
interested in the traditional products anymore. Therefore the government should
instead focus on introducing new ideas and creative shops like DIY shops or
technologically advanced shops instead of supporting the traditional shops. But
I do not agree. Implementing measures to support the survival of traditional
business doesn't necessarily means that the government is hindering the growth
of creative new shops. The government can also help stabilize new shops at the
same time so creativity is not hindered. Moreover, the decline of local
traditional shops is not due to the lack of interest of the Citizens but due to the
lack of awareness of these local business among the citizens. By implementing
measures to promote the local business, these businesses can prosper and
promote the disappearing Hong Kong culture and history. Therefore it is very
essential to preserve the local traditional shops by implementing measures as it
will preserve the uniqueness of Hong Kong.

To conclude, measures should be implemented to support the survival of
local traditional businesses as it can benefit Hong Kong's economy, offers
choices to the citizens and prevents monopolization of big businesses, and also
strengthen Hong Kong citizen’s sense of identity.
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